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This paper analyses the graphical decoration of maps of one territory, in this case Moravia, 

from 1569 to the beginning of the 18th century. These are the maps created by Paul Fabricius, 

Johannes Amos Comenius and their derivations. Both the original maps of Moravia were first 

published as separate sheets, but they were renowned for their great spread, thanks to the 

publishers of atlases at the time of the golden age of Dutch cartography. The cartographers and 

engravers from the last quarter of the 16th century adopted, copied and edited the artworks of 

Dutch artists who contributed to the formation and development of late Renaissance and early 

Baroque decorative elements (strapwork, style cartilage) for map decoration. The decoration of 

the maps of Moravia documents the formation, development and the competitive struggle in 

the atlas production. The work of the Dutch became to be o model and inspiration for the 

cartographs from neighbouring countries, such as Germany from the turn of the 16th to the mid-

17th century (Cologne, Frankfurt) and France in the mid-17th century (Paris). A new innovative 

trend of naturalized stylization of plant elements appeared on the youngest derivations from the 

end of the 17th and the beginning of the 18th century. The hole natural sceneries were put into 

corner parergons. The aim of this paper is to trace the lines of mutual inspiration of the 

engravers or even of the copying of the graphic decoration, as is was used to adopt and derivate 

map fields. The comparison of the decorative elements of the maps is embedded in the historical 

context of the creation of these works and tells a lot about the style of work and the inspirational 

sources of individual cartographic workshops. 

  


